
 

J e n ki n s  Mi dd l e  S c h o o l   

 
 

November 1, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Jaguar Nation Families, 
 

One of our goals this and every year is to ensure that every student attends school daily.  Showing up for 
school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and continuing through high 
school.  Families play a key role in making sure students get to school safely every day and helping their student 
to understand why attendance is so important for success in school and in life. 
 

We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances.  We also know 
that when students miss too much school, regardless of the reason, it can cause them to fall behind 
academically.  Your student is less likely to succeed if he or she is chronically absent—which means missing 18 
or more days over the course of an entire school year.  Research shows the following:     
 

 Students chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade are much less likely to read at grade level by 
the end of 3rd grade.   

 By 6th grade, chronic absences are a proven early warning sign for students at risk for dropping out of 
school.   

 By 9th grade, good attendance can predict graduation rates even better than 8th grade test scores.   
 

We understand there may be instances where a family chooses to pull a student from school for reasons 
outside the ones listed as approved excused absences.  When these situations are known in advance and a 
student will miss 3 days or more, please complete a “Pre-arranged Absence Form.”  This form can be found on 
our school website and should be completed and turned into the office at least 1 week prior to the absence.  The 
chart below outlines the difference between excuses and unexcused absences. 

 
Absences are excused for any student who: Absences will not be excused for the 

following types of reasons: 

Is temporarily ill. 
“My student’s grandparents are coming to 
town, and we want to take a family trip to 
the top of Pike’s Peak.” 

Has an absence approved by a school 
administrator. 

“My student overslept because we had a late 
night.” 

Is enrolled in an independent or parochial 
school. 

“My student had to watch his younger 
brothers or sisters.” 

Absent for an extended period due to a 
mental, physical, or emotional disability. 

“My student needed to finish a project, so 
please excuse him from class while he studies 
in the Media Center.” 
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Was removed from school for a disciplinary 
action. 

“My kids need a day with me to spend time 
together.” 

Is in the custody of law enforcement. “We are going on a vacation to ______________.” 
Is being home-schooled in an approved home-
school program. 

“My student has a tournament for their club 
basketball team.” 

Any other reason set forth in school policies 
or provided by law. 

 

 
Students may make up work for full credit for excused and unexcused absences from school as long as 

communicated deadlines from the teacher to the student are met.  Students are granted one day of additional 
make-up time for each day of being absent.  Any work not handed in within the one-day make-up window is 
subject to a reduction in grade, per the policies of the school.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain all 
make-up work, including tests prior to the pre-arranged absence or when they return to school depending on 
the situation. 

 
If a student attains an excessive number of unexcused absences the school may make an attendance 

contract with the family, find resources to support the family in getting their student to school on time and on 
a regular basis, and possibly even truancy court.  We want to avoid these interventions as much as possible. 

 
Let us know how we can best support you and your student so that they can show up for school on time 

every day.   Our goal is your student’s success!  If you have any questions or need more information, please 
contact a counselor or administrator. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Darren Joiner 
Principal 


